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Next to the Haw Creek Commons and Bethesda United 
Methodist Church, sits an interesting plot of land. A 
sweet garden area tended with love by The Educational 
Garden Project (EGP) for the community to share. The 
EGP is a non-profit organization geared toward teach-
ing children and their families about cultivating food. As 
their website shows, they do that and much more! They 
encourage simple actions anyone can do (using gardens 
as a medium) to address equity issues, climate change, 

hungry households, overused 
landfills, as well as nutrition and 
health related issues.
The Educational Garden Proj-
ect also runs a year round kid’s 
camp that operates completely 
outdoors. They have four outdoor 
“classrooms” on the property 
where children experience learn-
ing:  the kitchen, the garden, 

the forest, and the playground. Staff and volunteers lead 
many projects; A day related to cooking, gardening, 
STEM+Art and Self Care; and it’s hard to tell who is 
more engaged in the activities--staff or the campers!
EGP runs a food pantry service that boxes and distributes 
food to folks that need a little kindness from neighbors. 
You might notice their tiny pantry right there on the 
property for immediate needs. They have assistance from 
Manna Food Bank, mainly for nonperishable food items 

The Educational Garden Project
and oftentimes a variety 
of meats. What they need 
right now, until gardens 
become bountiful, are 
fresh fruits and vegetables.
There are several ways 
you can help in their effort 
to teach and feed others. 
They have a Flower CSA you can join to enjoy fresh cut 
bouquets from June to October. They have seed packets 
(kid gathered and created) on sale just in time for plan-
ning your own spring garden. Maybe your slice of Haw 
Creek would like to organize a food drive to fill addition-
al small pantries or provide fresh produce for the boxes. 
Or you can always sponsor a child so he/she can attend a 
session of camp. So many options!
 To find more information on The 
Educational Garden Project or to 
request food assistance:
 theeducationalgardenproject.org 
(828)989-9647 
Instagram @THE_EDUCATION-
AL_GARDEN_PROJECT 
Or on FaceBook The Educational 
Project
 Wyndy Bonesteel and Joan Pinegar
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Haw Creek residents know our valley is the best kept secret in 
Asheville. We’re not subject to cut-thru traffic, congestion, or 
high density development. We’re close to nature and close to 
town with a country-in-the-city vibe. We have a lot for which to 
be thankful.
Still, like the rest of Asheville, development continues as more 
people move in. Stopping growth is not an option, nor should 
we seek to. Rather, our community association seeks to balance 

growth with improvements that benefit all residents.
Haw Creek Park and Masters Park were initiated by our com-
munity association as are on-going efforts to expand our side-
walk system and other improvements. In addition, communica-
tions like this newsletter and our website are made possible by 
membership. Your $20 a year tax-deductible membership dues 
are an investment in Haw Creek, the place we call home. Please 
join or renew today at www.ilovehawcreek.com or mail to P O 
Box 9193, Asheville, NC 28815. Thank you!

What’s Up with the Arco Rd Greenway?
Last summer’s edition of this newsletter announced the coming of Haw Creek’s first greenway between Arco Rd and Beverly 
Rd. The 550’ path is to run partially through private property--via an easement--and partially along the creek at lower Haw 
Creek Park. 
We checked in with Lucy Crown, the City’s Greenway Planner, for an update and here is what she reports: “We are still doing 
the important and invisible work of preparing for construction.”“Our next step will be to survey the site at the Tarleton’s prop-
erty. We need this survey for the easement and to design the ramp down to the creek from the road.”
“Calculations are still being studied to determine if the unnamed tributary can be crossed with a culvert or a pedestrian bridge. 
It is looking like a culvert will work and that is a good thing as culverts are much less expensive to install and maintain than 
pedestrian bridges.” 
“Once we have a budget finalized, the project will need to fit into the Capital Project Department’s timeline.  This timeline is 
chock full of bond projects.  And at this point, it is not possible to say where it will fit in the timeline. Realistically, it could 
take a year before the construction happens. I know this is longer than what we had estimated earlier, we are working with 
many projects with shifting timelines that create challenges to deliver pinpoint timelines. What I can say is that this project 
still remains on our list and we will continue to work on the steps necessary before construction “
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When Does the 
New Library 
Open?
Buncombe Libraries 
Director Jim Blan-
ton reports finishing 

touches are being made to the new East Asheville Library as 
final inspections take place. Books and other materials are be-
ing moved in and the playground will be installed soon.
Opening will be sometime in May and include a grand open-
ing ceremony and beam signing. While the specific date has 
not been set, stay tuned for an announcement at Buncom-
becounty.org/library. Our community association will also 
announce opening festivities and ways to join the celebration. 

Stay connected with 
neighbors:

Join Next Door to hear and 
share neighborhood in-

formation. Scan with your 
smartphone:

Food Trucks Return April 17th
After a long winter of cooking and 
eating at home, we look forward to 
food trucks returning to Haw Creek 
this spring. The good folks at the Haw 
Creek Commons will continue to offer 
their parking lot at 315 Old Haw Creek 
Road for these popular community 
events organized by the Haw Creek 
Community Association.
Like last year, the trucks will be here 
Saturdays from 4 - 7 PM.
Our start date is APRIL 17, with the GYPSY QUEEN open-
ing up the season. You can find menu information for each 
week on our website, www.ilovehawcreek.com,
Let’s look forward to seeing friends and neighbors out and 
about, and keep each other safe with masks and safe distanc-
ing.  –  Renate Rikkers 

School News:
Haw Creek Elementary 
PTA Annual Mother’s Day plant sale  
Saturday, May 8th - 8 to 3  
950 Tunnel Road (across from Groce UMC) and featuring  
Annuals - Perennials - Hanging Baskets - Ferns 

Evergreen Community Charter School  
Plant Sale 
May 6 and 7 
Annuals, hanging baskets, ferns and veggie and herb starts 
More details to come!

Community News:
1) Asheville Tailgate Market’s opening date is April 9 Groce 
UMC Church 954 Tunnel Rd. 3- 6pm

2) For Haw Creek neighbors: St. John’s Episcopal Church 
is offering a curbside Spaghetti Dinner the second Saturday 
of each month from 6:00 - 7:30. Go to the back parking lot 
at 290 Old Haw Creek Rd. To order please call 298-3553. 
Donations appreciated.


